














40 + Jesus Christ: The Coming Together of Two Ecstasies

ularized, can be used to lead us to God. In a sense,
Aquinas’s method presupposes that a sharp distinction
between the sacred and the secular, between nature and
grace, is misleading, since all of “nature” is destined for
the supernatural and can be used in its service. In the
contemporary context, the follower of Thomas’s spiritual
strategy should feel at home utilizing the findings of depth
psychology, sociology, anthropology, and mythology. Tho-
mistic spiritual guides do not establish sacra doctrina as an
“independent” discipline, a sort of fortress careful to de-
fend itself against the other sciences. Rather, inspired by
the breadth of theology itself, they welcome the secular
disciplines as allies in the spiritual quest.

The Event of Jesus Christ

Having examined some of the key texts at the very be-
ginning of the Summa, we can say with confidence that
Thomas Aquinas sees his entire theological and spiritual
project as a response to the unexpected and overwhelming
act of God’s self-disclosure. Theology begins in wonder at
the revealing power and ends in the rapture of the vision
of God; and the theologian, as spiritual master, explores
the mystery in order to guide others to salvation. But what
exactly is revelation and where does it come from? How is
one grasped by the all-embracing power of being, lifted
up beyond oneself and oriented to the pure communion
with God? To answer these questions, we must turn to the
third and final section of the Summa, more specifically to
the questions and articles dealing with Jesus Christ. What
becomes clear when we read the first questions of part one
and part three together is that Christ himself is the locus,
the event, of revelation, that energy by which the spirit is
opened up and directed to God.

It is most instructive to attend carefully to the prologue




